MAIN IDEA
TASK CARDS

Mini Passages - Grades 2-4
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Terms of Use

Please read before you print your first page.

4 N\
One classroom license

e This file is for one classroom: one teacher, one group of students.
* Please do not share it, post it online, or sell it.

e Extralicenses for ateam or a school are available on the product page.

This is a fillable PDF

e OpenitinaPDF reader (Adobe Acrobat Reader, Preview, or your browser), Click into a line
or a box, type, and Save As.

e Every name line, answer box, check box and writing box on the student pages is a type-in
field, and so are the tracker, class grid, team note and family page. The task cards are
made to print and hold. You can print any page and write by hand.

e [t works of fline. No account, no subscription, no internet connection needed after you
download it.

Print at 100 percent

Turn of f it to page and shrink to fit so the cards and the answer boxes stay the size a child
needs Every student page is black and white inside a colored border, so it still reads when
copied in black and white

Student work

A filled-in tracker, class grid or team note carries a real student's name. Keep it in your data
folder, and use a first name only on any page that leaves your hands.

Need help?

It a field will not behave or a page will not print right, use Ask a Question on the product page
first. Every questionis read, and a fix ships as a free update from My Purchases.

\, J

© Bright Path Sped For single-classroom use by the omgrmol purchaser.

Main Idea Task Cards - Terms of Use
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How To Read a Page

The parts of a card and an answer sheet, then the page types in the order they come.

( )
The parts of a page
e The card. A number, a picture, a short passage, the question and three choices lettered A, B and C A
shape in the corner shows the level
» The answer sheet. A row for each card with three check boxes. Circle sheets add a box to check af'ter
reading the card twice. Square sheets add aline for one detail. Triangle sheets add a line for how the
child knows.
« The name line. The first thing on every student page. Click it to type, or print and write.
» The choices. One choice is the main idea. One is a detall, a single fact from the card. One is not in the card
at all The key (page 20) names which is which.
\ J
Page type What it is What the student do;s WY
What Is the Main Idea? Tpage A poster read, ask, look, pick, with a worked example.
Big Idea or Detail? 4 boxes Check the sentence that tells the bigidea in each box of three

Task Cards 24 cards, 6 pages Print, cut apart, laminate. 8 cards in each of the 3 shapes.

Check A B or C for 8 cards. Sheet 1is for circle cards, 2 for square,
My Answers 3 sheets

3 for triangle
Main Idea Map Tpage Three details and the big idea that fits them, for any card.

|
Write Your Own Card Tpage Write a passage and three choices, then trade with a partner
4 N 3

Untimed, unscored on the page

No student page has a timer or a score onit. The
keys and the tracker are for you The answer key
is on pages 19 and 20.

Invented examples

Every name and story here is made up for
practice Nothing refers to a real child, a brand or
aplace.

Printing and the type-in fields

Every page prints clean in black and white. The
name line, check boxes and writing boxes on the
student pages are type-in fields in any PDF reader:
click, type, save. This is a fillable PDF, not @
slideshow or a word-processor flile.

Getting the cards ready

Each card page holds 4 cards, 3.7 by 45 inches.
Print on card stock, cut on the dashed lines,
laminate, and keep each shape in its own bag

J J

Main Idea Task Cards - How To Read a Page




My name

What Is the Main Idea?

Ql Read the steps. Use them on every card.

p
o Read Read the card Read it again
\_

-
e Ask Who or what is it about?

G

-
e Look Find the detdails. They are the little facts.
\_

Pick the big idea that fits all the details.

An example

Cows spend the day in the field They eat grass and chew it slowly At
night they rest in the barn.

The main idea is the big idea.
Cows eat and rest on the farm.

Detail 1 Detail 2 Detail 3
They eat grass. They chew slowly. They rest in the barn.

Details are little facts. They help tell the big idea.

Main Idea Task Cards - What Is the Main Idea?




My name

Big Idea or Petail? ® !

# Read the three sentences. Check the big idea.

Each box has three sentences. One tells the bigidea. The other two are details.

The zoo has many animals to see.

The monkeys swing on ropes.

The bears nap in the shade.

Wait for the bus at the stop.

Bus riders need to be safe.

Riding the Bus

Stay in your seat on the bus.

We read a story at ten

We paint pictures af'ter lunch.

Our Class

Qur class is a busy place.

Raby birds hatch.

Spring is a time of new growth.

Flowers pop up in the garden

Main Idea Task Cards - Big Idea or Detail? - starting
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Y Read the card. Pick the main idea.

@ Main Idea

Jin packs his backpack the night
betore school He puts in his lunch
and his tfolder. Then he hangs it by
the door.

What is the main idea?
@ Jin puts his lunch in the bag,

Jin gets his backpack ready for
school.

@ Jin walks to school.

A carrot starts as a tiny seed.
The seed grows green leaves
above the dirt. At last a long
orange carrot grows below.

What is the main idea?

@ A carrot grows from a seed.
Carrots are used for soup.

@ The leaves are green

Dad and Rosa made cookies on
Sunday. They mixed the dough and
rolled it flat. Then they cut star
shapes and baked them.

What is the main idea?
@ Rosa likes to draw stars.

Dad and Rosa baked cookies
together.

@ They cut star shapes.

Bees work hard all day. They fly
from flower to flower to get
nectar Then they carry it back to
the hive.

What is the main idea?
@ Bees fly to flowers.

Rees make a loud buzz.

@ Bees work hard to get nectar.

Main Idea Task Cards - Cards 5 to 8 - starting
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Y Read the card. Pick the main idea.

| Kaiput onhiscoat andtookhis 1 | Turtles are slow walkers. But they
| Kite to the hill. The wind was 1 | have a hard shell on their backs A
. | strong. so the kite shot up high. : | turtle canpullinits head to stay |
' | Kaihad a great time. 1 | safe !
\ What is the main idea? : What is the main idea? |
: @ Kai wore a coat. : @ Turtles live in ponds. :
i Kai likes to climb hills : Turtles are slow, but their shells
: , _ | | : keep them safe. :
! @ Kai had fun flying a kite on a windy A 1l .\ !
| day. : @ urtle can pull inits head. |
e A +:
i @ Mdin Idea E @ Main Idea | @ i
| Pack a flashlight,a warmjacket & | Every morning, Grandpa feeds his
| and awater bottle for acamping 1 | hens. Then he collects the eggs in -
. | trip. Bring a tent and a sleeping . | abasket He also Tills their water |
' | bag too. Good packing makes ' | bowls !
, | camping easy. : What is the main idea? :
i What is the main idea? - @ Hens lay brown eggs :
: Good packing makes a camping . . . !
i @ v sy E Grandpa carries eggs in a basket. i
: A tent is something to bring. . @ S"iﬂdp@ does morning chores for |
] " s hens. :
! @ Camping is only for summer " !

Main Idea Task Cards - Cards 13 to 16 - building
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Y Read the card. Pick the main idea.

i @ Main Idea A E @ Main Idea i
i | Bears eat alot in the fall. They + | Niahas achart of chores. On E
| eatberries fishand nutsallday.  « | Monday she waters the plants. On
. | They get bigand round. Thenthey 1 | Tuesday she sets the table On :
' | find a cave to sleep in for the ' | Wednesday she feeds the cat !
\ | winter. : What is the main idea? |
! What is the main idea? : @ Nia loves plants. :
i @ Bears get ready for winter. : Nia feeds the cat on Wednesday. !
E =ears eat berries and fish : @ Nia does a different chore each 1
E @ Bears are good at climbing. ; day. |
S i\ +:
i @ Main Idea A E @ Main Idea i
| Eliand his aunt put on life jackets. 1 | Lookup at the moononaclear
| They paddled asmall boat across | night. One night it is a thin curve. A
| the lake Ducks swam by, and g : | week Iater it is halt full. Two :
' ¥ breeze blew. Eli wished the ride 1§ weeks later it is big and round. !
. | wouldlast all day. : What is the main idea? :
i What is the main idea? : @ The moon looks different each :
! @ Fli put on a life jacket. n night. !
: | | : The moon is far away. :
! Elihad a fun boat ride on the lake.  ® !
i @ ks Ive on [akes E @ Sometimes the moon is round. i

Main Idea Task Cards - Cards 21 to 24 - ready for more



My name

My Answers: Cards 9 to 16

# Read the card. Check A, B or C.

A detail from the card
® c

A detail from the card

A detail from the card

A detail from the card

A detail from the card

A detail from the card

A detail from the card

A detail from the card

Main Idea Task Cards - My Answers 9 to 16 - building




My name

Main Idea Map

# Pick a card. Fill in the map.

My card number: C]

Detail 1: one little fact
-

<

Detail 2: another little fact
-

-
Detail 3: one more little fact

<

The main idea: the big idea that fits all the details
~

<

How do I know? Tell about it.
-

Main Idea Task Cards - Main Idea Map - building
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Answer Key: The 2 Cards

# R',?h The main idea Page # R',?h The main idea Page
1 C Max and Ruff play together. 8 3 1C Kaihad fun flying a kite on a windy day. | 1
Turtles are slow, but their shells keep
2 A Apples are a tasty fruit. 8 4 B them safe. 1
Mia and her brother had a rainy day Good packing makes a camping trip
3 B . 8 5 A 1
inside eqasy.
4 C Ducks are good swimmers. 8 ©® | C Egssr\dpo does morning chores for fis 1
5 B Jin gets his backpack ready for school. | 9 7 B Sam and Mom made pancakes. 12
6 A A carrot grows from a seed. 9 B8 A Tess takes care of her horse. 12
7 C Bees work hard to get nectar. 9 9 |C Owls are awake at night. 2
8 B Dad and Rosa baked cookies together. | 9 20 B Devs famly tokes atran trip to see 2
Grandma.
9 A A frog changes as it grows. 10 21 A Bears get ready for winter. 13
10 | C ]ILAOsr.;ees class had afunday at the 10 22 | C Nia does a dif ferent chore each day. 13
B X\ggger ‘s ahardtme forbrrdstofind |, 23 |B | Elihadafun boat ride on the lake. 13
2 A Cats sleep for much of the day. 10 24 | A The moon looks dif ferent each night. 13

The Page column is the card page. A child may say the main idea in dif ferent words; accept it if' it fits every
sentence. The lettersinorder CABCBACBACBACBACBACBACBA Totas A8 B8 C8=24

Main Idea Task Cards - Answer Key 1
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Task Card Tracker

One student, all 24 cards. Filled example page 25.

Student Teacher Month
Card Shape Right | picked Card Shape Right | picked

1 starting 13 building

2 starting 14 building

3 starting IS} building

4 starting 16 building

G WA N
5 starting 17 ready for more
.4 N —
6 starting 18 ready for more
L 1 - i

7 starting 19 ready for more

8 starting | ‘ | 20 ready for more

9 building | 21 ready for more

10 building | 22 ready for more

| S __C

1 building ’ 23 ready for more

12 building 24 ready for more
( ) This month we are working on (your own standard or wording)

How to fill this in

Write ¥ if the child checked the right letter with
no prompt, N it not, and the letter picked. A blank
means not tried yet, never wrong. Use the key

(pages 19 and 20) to see whether a wrong pick
was a detall Filled example: page 25.

Main Idea Task Cards - Tracker
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Team Neote

Use this page between team meetings or when a student moves classes, to hand of t what
changed without writing a note from scratch. Everything below is observable, with a blank for the

number or the wording your team already uses.

Student Team member Date
Page Covered since last note (Y/N) Cards right Still blank
Starting cards
Building cards
Ready for more cards
Map or Write Your Own
f N\ [ D
What | saw (observable, not a conclusion) Next step
o Checked theright letteron ___of ___ cards o Next shape or page: ___, because ___ (what
without a prompt. yOou Saw).
» Used the poster (page 6) / pointed to a » What to try in another class or at home:
sentence / read the card twice: yes / no. « What to keep doing because it is working .
o Picked adetailon___ cards and a choice not in « Anything for the team meeting to decide
the cardon___ cards (this page records what happened, never a
e Told the mainideainownwordson___ of ___ label or a plan)
cards.
\ J U J

Summary, inone or two sentences, for whoever reads this next

p
A filled-in line, for reference

'Checked the right letter on 7 of 8 circle cards on 10/8 Next step have the child point to the sentence that
matches the choice’ That is the level of detail this page is built for. It matches the filled example on page 25

Main Idea Task Cards - Team Note
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Jordan's Tracker (Invented Student)

Jordan P is invented; nothing on this page describes a real student. The blank tracker is on page 21

Student Teacher Month
Jordan P. (an invented student) Ms. Rivera (invented) October
Card Shape Right | picked Card Shape Right | picked
1 starting Y C 13 building N A
2 starting Y A 14 building Y B
3 starting Y B 15 building Y A
4 starting Y C 16 building Y C
5 starting Y B 17 ready for more Y ‘ B
6 starting N C 18 ready for more Y A
7 starting Y C 19 ready for more Y | C
8 starting Y B L2O | ready formore | N A
— - 4
9 building Y A ‘ 21 ready for more Y A
10 building N B 22 ready for more N B
> F—
11 building Y B 23 ready for more Y B
+—
2 building Y A 24 ready for more N B
Shape Right of

Starting _] 7 8
Building 6 8
Ready for more 5 8

' e ™

How toread it What the tables point to

Jordan got 18 of 24 cards right with no prompt: 7
of 8 circle, 6 of 8 square and 5 of 8 triangle. Of
the 6 cards missed, 4 picks were a detail and 2
were a choice not in the card (from the key on
page 20) Every number comes from the tables.

The wrong picks are mostly details, so the child is
finding true facts but not yet asking what all the
sentences are about. Next practice: the Main Idea
Map (page 17) with a square card, naming three
details first.

Main Idea Task Cards - Example
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Binder Cover

Slide this into the front of a binder. The divider tabs and a spine label to cut out are on the next
page (page 28).

-
Reading - Grades 2-4
24 cards, 3 shapes
starting building ready for more
Teacher Class or student

Main Idea Task Cards - Binder Cover




