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STA R T HE R E HOW TO USE THIS PACKET
Four vowel teams, one per skill, then a fifth skill that sorts all four together. Each skill is a scripted plan page
and three student levels — print the plan once for yourself and only the level each student needs.

1 Read the plan page cold if you have to
The SAY THIS box is a script. Words in quotation marks are meant to be read out loud exactly as written — a
substitute or a paraprofessional who has never seen the lesson can pick it up and run it.

2 Every level on Skills 1–4 answers with the same piece
That is on purpose. Each of those skills teaches ONE team, so the strip is not a discrimination task yet — it is a find-the-
pattern task. Level 1 tints the box; Level 2 takes the tint away and adds one spare piece that makes no real word
anywhere on that page; Level 3 removes both and runs six pictures, two of them longer words with the team hiding
inside. Telling the four teams apart is Skill 5’s job.

3 The OO team teaches the moon sound only
Oo spells two sounds in English: the long one in moon, spoon and broom, and the short one in book, foot and wood.
Every oo word in this packet is the moon sound, on the building pages and on the sorting page alike. Nothing here asks
a student to choose between the two and no short-oo picture appears anywhere, so a child who meets book in a
reader has not been told anything that contradicts it.

4 Skill 5 is the discrimination day
All four teams come together on sorting mats, scaling from two mats to four as the levels go up. Those cards carry a
picture and nothing else — except one, teeth, whose picture is a single tooth, so that card prints its own word
underneath rather than asking a drawing to say a plural.

5 Write the data on the plan page
The data box sits at the bottom of every plan page rather than on a separate sheet, because a separate sheet does
not get filled in.

Where every skill lives in this packet

Skill 1, the AI team — plan page 4, levels on pages 5–7.
Skill 2, the EE team — plan page 8, levels on pages 9–11.
Skill 3, the OO team — plan page 12, levels on pages 13–15.
Skill 4, the EA team — plan page 16, levels on pages 17–19.
Skill 5, the sort — plan page 20, levels on pages 21–23.
Answer keys are pages 24–25; the back page is page 26.

If you only do one thing

Teach ai first. All four teams here run the same ladder, so the order is yours — but ai is the long-a sound most
students already own from silent e (cape, gate), which makes it the easiest place to show the whole idea: two
vowels, stuck together, saying one sound.

Bright Path Sped ·  Single-classroom license 3 Vowel Teams Cut & Paste



DA Y 1 ·  R E A DING THE AI TEAM

Teach · 5 min Work · 9 min Print & go

O B J E C T I V E

Given a picture of an ai word, the student will glue the ai letter team into the correct position in the printed word, with
80% accuracy across 3 sessions.

You need: the pages behind this one, scissors, a glue stick. Nothing else.

S A Y  T H I S

“Today two vowels team up to make one sound: a and i. Ai. It says its own name -- long a.”
Say rain slowly, holding the middle.
“Rrr...ai...n. Rain. The a and the i are stuck together -- they are not two separate sounds.”
“Every word on this page has ai hiding somewhere inside it -- sometimes near the front, sometimes in the middle of a
longer word.”
“Say the whole word first, then point to where you hear ai, before you glue anything.”
Point to the direction line and read it once, then let them work.

T H E  T H R E E  L E V E L S

Three ai pictures. The rest of each word is printed and the ai box is tinted, so the student can see exactly
where the two letters go. Every piece says ai.
Four ai pictures, no tint, one spare piece -- oo -- that starts no real word on this page.

Six pictures, no tint, nothing spare, including two longer words (mailbox, raindrop) where the student has to
find ai inside a bigger word.

I F  A  ST U D E N T  I S  ST U C K

T R Y  I T  I N  T H E  R O O M  TO DA Y

Find something in the room with the ai sound -- a chair works. Say it before line-up.

DATA

STUDEN T C OR R EC T OUT OF DATE

HOW MUC H HEL P

Independent Verbal prompt Model Hand over hand

W H AT  I  NOT IC E D  TO DA Y
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If they glue a piece into every blank without saying the word first, cover the strip and have them say the whole word out loud
before they pick anything up.
If they cannot hear where ai goes inside a longer word like mailbox, say the word slowly in two chunks and have them repeat
just the ai chunk back to you.
If the spare oo confuses them at Level 2, say both chunks side by side -- ai, oo -- and ask which one is really in this word.



SKILL 1 ·  V O WE L TE A M S THE AI TEAM
N AME DATE

Say the word. Glue ai where it belongs.

ai

CUT  OUT  T HE T HREE
PIECES

ai

ai

ai
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SKILL 1 ·  V O WE L TE A M S THE AI TEAM
N AME DATE

Say each word. Glue the piece that belongs in the middle.

ai

CUT  OUT  T HE FIV E
PIECES — ONE IS LEFT
OV ER

ai

oo

ai

ai

ai
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SKILL 1 ·  V O WE L TE A M S THE AI TEAM
N AME DATE

Say each word. Cut and glue ai where it belongs.

ai
CUT  OUT  T HE SIX
PIECES

ai

ai

ai

ai

ai

ai
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SKILL 3 ·  V O WE L TE A M S THE OO TEAM
N AME DATE

Say each word. Glue the piece that belongs in the middle.

oo

CUT  OUT  T HE FIV E
PIECES — ONE IS LEFT
OV ER

oo

oi

oo

oo

oo
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DA Y 5 ·  R E A DING SORT THE VOWEL TEAMS

Teach · 6 min Work · 10 min Print & go

O B J E C T I V E

Given a set of pictures spanning the ai, ee, oo and ea vowel teams, the student will sort each picture onto the mat
matching the team in its word, with 80% accuracy across 3 sessions.

You need: the pages behind this one, scissors, a glue stick. Nothing else.

S A Y  T H I S

“This week you learned four teams: ai, ee, oo, ea. Say all four teams with me, fast.”
Say rain, then tree, then broom, then leaf, holding each team a beat longer than the rest of the word.
“Rai-n. Tr-ee. Br-oo-m. L-ea-f.”
“Today is different: instead of building one word at a time, you are going to say each picture and decide WHICH of the
four teams is hiding inside it.”
“There is no tint and no order to follow -- say the picture, say the word slowly, and put it on the mat that matches.”
Point to each mat and read its label once, then let them work.

T H E  T H R E E  L E V E L S

Two mats -- ai and ee -- three pictures each, six cards. Every card has a home.

Three mats -- ai, ee, oo -- two pictures each, and one spare card (a leaf) that belongs on none of them,
because this page has no ea mat.
All four mats, two pictures each, eight cards, nothing spare -- the full review of everything this pack taught,
with every mat the same size.

I F  A  ST U D E N T  I S  ST U C K

T R Y  I T  I N  T H E  R O O M  TO DA Y

Before the bell rings, find one object for each team -- ai, ee, oo, ea -- and say each word out loud as you find it.

DATA

STUDEN T C OR R EC T OUT OF DATE

HOW MUC H HEL P

Independent Verbal prompt Model Hand over hand

W H AT  I  NOT IC E D  TO DA Y
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If they sort by first letter instead of vowel team, cover the mat labels and have them say the whole word, holding the team,
before choosing.
If two mats keep getting confused, pull just those two mats' cards and sort those before bringing the rest of the field back.
If Level 3's full field overwhelms them, cover every mat but one and sort just that team's cards out of the pile first.



SKILL 5 ·  V O WE L TE A M S SORT THE VOWEL TEAMS
N AME DATE

Cut out the eight pictures. Sort every one onto its vowel-team mat.

ai ee

oo ea

CUT  OUT  T HE EIGHT  PICT URES
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A NSWE R  KE Y
ANSWER KEY — EA AND THE
SORT

Skill 5’s mats are listed by team, not by printed position: a sorting mat has no left-to-right answer order, so what is
fixed is which MAT a picture belongs on.

The EA Team

Level 1 leaf, pear, bear → ea

Level 2 leaf, heart, wheat, feather → ea  (spare piece: oo)

Level 3 leaf, pear, bear, heart, wheat, feather → ea

Sort the Vowel Teams

Level 1 ai: rain, train, snail · ee: tree, bee, wheel

Level 2 ai: chair, mailbox · ee: sheep, teeth · oo: moon, spoon  (spare: leaf)

Level 3 ai: rain, chair · ee: bee, cheese · oo: broom, balloon · ea: pear, heart

Why pear and bear wait for Level 3

Level 2’s spare piece, oo, would turn pear into poor and bear into boor — both real English words — so those two
pictures are held back to Level 3, which carries no spare at all and cannot make that mistake. Level 2 uses leaf, heart,
wheat and feather instead, all four checked safe against oo.

What comes before and after this pack

Silent E Cut and Paste teaches the OTHER way English marks a long vowel — a single e at the far end of the word
(cap/cape) instead of a second vowel right beside the first. Teach that pack first if a student has not yet met a long
vowel at all; teach this one first if two-letter teams already show up in their reading books. Either order is reasonable —
they do not depend on one another.

A progress-monitoring idea

Send Skill 5’s Level 3 page home the same week you first teach it, then again a month later with no reteaching in
between. A student who still sorts every picture correctly the second time has moved the four teams from something
they were taught into something they simply know — a specific, dated data point for a file, not a guess at whether the
unit stuck.
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THA NK YO U BEFORE YOU GO

THANK YOU FOR
USING THIS RESOURCE

Everything here was built for the teacher who has thirty minutes of
planning time and twelve students who each need something different. If

it saved you an hour, it worked.

Leave a review and earn credits

Go to My Purchases on TPT and click Provide Feedback. You earn credits toward future purchases, and
honest feedback tells me exactly what to build next. If something is missing or wrong, please use the Ask a
Question tab first — I will fix it and send you the update free.

M O R E  FR O M  T H I S  STO R E

Silent E Cut & Paste
cap/cape, pin/pine — the step before this one

Word Families Cut & Paste
-at, -an, -ap, -ig, -op — one rime at a time

Blends & Digraphs Cut & Paste
Two consonants read as one sound

Vowel Teams Progress Monitoring Probes
Measure it after you have taught it

Click Follow on the store page and TPT will email you when new resources go up, so you see them before they are buried in a
search result.

Fonts and graphics in this resource are original or licensed for commercial use; the full credit is on the Terms of Use page.
© Bright Path Sped. For single-classroom use by the original purchaser.
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